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Alhamdallah in Gaza Strip, and during the meeting
they asked us to share the hashtag and send any ‘screen
shots” of any post we share on our personal accounts. He
added that whoever does not interact with this hashtag,
will be subject to dismissal and does not deserve to
stay in the Media Center. Thus, we can all see that the
dismissal was because we did not share the hashtag”
The violations did not stop there, the Palestinian Public
Prosecution, in one week, following 3 April 2018, has
arrested the journalist of WAFA agency, Rami Nabil
Ahmad Samara (38 years old), the multimedia official
at the Agency, for several days and subjected him to
interrogation more than once. This was based on a
complaint under the pretext of “defamation, slander and
denigration” filed by the Director of the Media Center at
An-Najah University, Ghazi Murtaja against the journalist
Samara. The Public Prosecution also questioned the
director and reporter of Al-Arabi Al-Jadeed Newspaper
(40 years old) journalist Naila Khalil, over her solidarity
comments that she wrote on Facebook with journalist
Rami after his arrest. Murtaja filed the complaint against
Samara and Khalil for comments they wrote after the
Media Development Center dismissed a number of
journalists.

In this regard, the Palestinian Police, on October 14,
2018, delivered the journalist Ayat Farhat Abdullah a
warrant of arrest in connection with the case filed by
the Director of the Media Center of An-Najah National
University against a number of journalists, noting that
Ayat is one of the journalists among those who were
dismissed from the Center.



graduated from An-Najah University and has been
working for the TV Channel of the University’s Media
Center for two years stated: “At the meetings, we were
threatened with dismissal by the administration. | used
to hear the Center’s Manager, Ghazi Murtaja, saying
in the monthly meeting “whoever does not share the
activities of the TV or posts hashtags as requested from
him/her, will take responsibility and will be subject to
dismissal”

Yasser Ammar Saed Habisha (22 years old), who has
working in editing and montage at An-Najah TV since 9
months stated “in the monthly meeting at the beginning
of March, and in the end of the official working hours, at
around 3:30PM, Bashar Daraghma, the Editor-in-Chief
of the News Website, informed us that the Director
General, Ghazi Murtaja, was coming and that he has a
right in part of our personal pages on Facebook, and
that the employee shall abide by what is requested from
him. He literally said “aren’t you ashamed of yourselves
when you share posts of other news pages on your
accounts”. He also said that a few number of employees
have shared the hashtag of - the coward targeting, and
Reem-Palestine, | wish the remaining of you who did not
share this hashtag to do it, and whoever does not do it,
will be held liable and be subject to dismissal”

Ayat Farhat Farhan Abdullah (27 years old), who worked
as news preparer and presenter for one year and a
month, stated that “the Editor-in-Chief of An-Najah
News Website, Bashar Daraghma, asked us to tweet and
share the hashtag - the coward targeting, to comment
on targeting the convoy of the prime minister Rami



was surprised that my name and photo were circulated
among the security staff members. | was transferred to
the security official, and after | met him, he asked me
about the post | wrote and asked me to delete it. | told
him that the post expresses my opinion and presence
in the University. | was transferred to the University
Security Manager, who asked me to delete the post and
write a pledge that | have made a mistake. But | refused,
and told him that have an exam to attend on Thursday.
He told me to do my exam on the scheduled day and
leave the University. On the evening of Wednesday, |
wrote another post on Facebook wondering / Can the
University Administration suspend a student due to a
port on the Facebook?” the response to the post came
on the following day, Thursday, as | was prevented by the
University Security staff to enter and attend the exam”.
In another context and on March 26, 2018, a number
of Media Center Staff members at An-Najah National
University were surprised during their official working
hours with a letter informing them that their work is
terminated at the center as part of a procedure affecting
12 journalists, according to what is stated in a clarifying
statement issued by the media center of the university
then. A number of journalists who were dismissed stated
to MADA that their dismissal“is unjustified and arbitrary”
and said that they were dismissed because they refused
to tweet on their personal pages as requested by the
center’s management about the bombing of the convoy
of the Palestinian Prime Minister Dr. Rami Hamdallah, in
Gaza recently.

Anwar Ayman Haj Mohammad, (27 years old), who



government,” but his case remained pending before
the court, which postponed hearing it eight times until
July 4, 2018 when this sentence was issued against him.
It is worth mentioning that the other attacks against
media freedoms have varied, but most of them were
summonses, interrogations, passwords seizing and
threats.

Itis noted that the Palestinian violations were not limited
to those that were usually perpetrated by the security
services, but extended to institutions that are supposed
to be far from committing such violations against the
freedom of expression and opinion, such as the case
An-Najah National University, which committed a total
of 13 violations related to posting on the social media
sites. On March 17, 2018, the university prevented the
media student Osama Sami Arar (24 years old) to enter
the University for posting on his Facebook after his
visit to Birzeit University. In Arar’s post “Between Birzeit
and Anti-Nationality”, he described his visit to Birzeit
University and talked about the differences between it
and An-Najah National University.

The postcaused controversyand Ararreceived few phone
calls from different people in the University, he adjusted
the titled of the post the removed “anti-nationality” in
respect of the University and its martyrs as he stated to
MADA Center. He added” | received a phone call from
the Students Union Council Chief, Ibrahim Atta, on the
evening of March 20, 2018 and he told me that someone
was looking for me in the University because of my post.
At first, | thought it was a joke, but on the following day,
Wednesday 21 March, | went to the University, but |



Quran Verse”. Immediately after his release on Monday
18 March, he went to Nasser Medical Hospital, where the
doctors decided to keep him under observation for two
days.

It should be mentioned that the seriousness and
repercussions of many other violations on the freedom
of the press and the ability of journalists to perform their
mission and their right to express their views freely are
no less serious than those mentioned above.

Among the other cases which have to be referred to is
the issuance of Gaza Court on July 4, 2018 a sentence
of six months suspended imprisonment and paying a
financial fine of 200NIS against the journalist Amer Awni
Mohammad Ba’lousha, who works for Al-Badeel and Al-
Hadath Newspapers regarding to his Facebook post a
year ago. Ba'lousha was arrested then and detained for
12 days and ever since, several hearing sessions were
held for his trail, the last of which was on July 4, 2018
under which the above stated sentence was issued
with the charge of “misusing the electronic devices” as
a result of a post he wrote about the heat that people in
Gaza suffer from due to the blackout.

Ba'lousha wrote in the post “do their children sleep on
the floor just like ours? Do they use the rice trays like
our mothers do?”. As a result, he was threatened by an
Internal Security officer in the form of a comment on
the post asking him to delete it. Then he sent him a
message on Facebook asking him to remove the post.
He was released after an agreement stipulating his
release in exchange for“not talking about the conditions
of detention in this case, and not to incite against the



and subjected to humiliating practices. For example, the
freelance journalist, Ehab Omar Yousef Fasfous, 46 years
old, who was arrested by the Internal Security officers
from his home in Khan Younis, on March 16, 2019, and
he was detained for two days as he was summoned on
the following morning (March 17, 2019) by the jailer
who took him to one of the rooms where a number
of security officers started beating him while he was
blindfolded. One hour later, the jailer took him back to
another room, where two officers entered and assaulted
him by bunches on the face causing him bleeding
from the nose and mouth, during which he was asked
to confess that he receives orders from Ramallah, but
he denied this and clarified to them that he is only a
freelance journalist who does not belong to any faction.
While Fasfous was being questioned for two hours, he
was asked about some posts and survey reports saved
on his computer he had prepared in earlier times. After
they forced him to clean the prison toilets before he was
taken back to the detention room, he was then really
exhausted due to the beating and not receiving any
treatment. Fasfous asked the duty officer asked more
than one to be taken to the hospital but the latter did not
respond. After Asr Prayer (at around 3:00PM), the jailer
called him to the officer’s room, where his brother (the
Family Mukhtar) was present along with another notable
persons of the area. The officer told him that he may be
released upon the officer’s personal liability provided he
shall not tell anybody he was released, and to come back
on the following morning. He also warned him to post
anything on his social media accounts even it was “a



camera. They started destroying the office, seized three
of his cell phones, a computer, and two cameras and
then resumed assaulting him by severely beating him for
about ten minutes until he could no longer stand. They
also assaulted his mother who was trying to protect him
from the officers. They dragged him to a military jeep
that was parked in front of the house accusing him of
broadcasting to Palestine TV. He was taken to Deir Al-
Balah police center, where he was assaulted again and
taken to solitary confinement before being transferred
to another room with detainees on the background of
the popular movement for three days.

During his arrest, Al-Kahlout was subjected to three
investigation sessions on the nature of his work, the
reasons for the live broadcast and his relationship with
Palestine TV. On the third day of his detention (Sunday,
17t March 2019) Al-Kahlout was transferred to Al-Agsa
Martyrs Hospital, in Deir Al-Balah, where the doctor
recommended that he requires treatment for a long
period of time to be able to walk on his feet. It was found
later that the beating and assault he was subject to when
he was in detention, caused severe damage to his right
foot until he became unable to move his toes, not to
mention causing him high functions of the level from 30
to 130. At the end of the third day of his detention (1th
March 2019) Al-Kahlout was taken from Deir Al-Balah
Center, blind folded and handcuffed, to the Passports
Building in Gaza Strip, where he was released along
with the journalists Ahmad Al-Shunbari, and Ahmad
Sahmoud, who were detained there.

Many of the journalists arrested were tortured, beaten



my case shall be referred again to the Magistrate Court.
As | was informed by Adv. Ibrahim Nawwaf Amer, this
is referred to by the law as “conflicts of law”; therefore,
the case was referred by the Public Prosecution to the
Supreme Court of Justice to decide whether it falls
within the jurisdiction of the Magistrate Court or the
High Criminal Court. On 14% Oct. 2019, another hearing
session for this purpose was held, and accordingly the
case was referred to the Magistrate Court, but it has not
scheduled a hearing session”.

In another context, a force of “Order Preservation
and Intervention” of Hamas Government in Gaza has
arrested the journalist Osama Sharif Al-Kahlout (34
years old) after raiding his house located in Deir Al-
Balah, at around 4:00PM, on Friday, 15" March 2019.The
force subjected Al-Kahlout to severe torture and beat
him while he was in detention because of what he has
posted and shared about the popular demonstrations
protesting against the living conditions in Gaza. When
he was arrested, Al-Kahlout was hosting at his house,
the Director of the Independent Commission for Human
Right, Mr. Jameel Sarhan, the Commission’s Lawyer, Mr.
Baker Al-Turkmani, as well as the journalist Mustafa Al-
Dahdouh (who were also assaulted). Al-Kahlout was live
broadcasting through his Facebook account the events
of the popular movement “we want to live’, and the
security officers started beating and assaulting him with
batons the moment he was arrested.

The force of “Order Preservation and Intervention” of
Hamas Government took Al-Kahlout to his room in
the first floor of the building and asked him to give his



long time. After Musab assured the investigator that he
would delete the group at home, he was released, and
indeed Musab deleted the group afterwards.

This matter was escalated to the extent a case of sharing
on Facebook was referred to the High Criminal Court.
As Tareq Abdelrazeq Dawoud Abu Zaid (41 years old),
a Reporter of Al-Agsa TV stated to MADA “after | was
arrested on August 8, 2017 and detained for eight days
for the charge of /threatening public security/ according
to the Cybercrime Law, due to some of my posts on
Facebook (I was released under a bail then). Afterwards,
| was referred to the Magistrate Court to hear my case.
The hearing session was scheduled on December 2017,
and it was postponed due to issues which have resulted
in closing the courts then. Accordingly, the trail hearing
session was scheduled again on 21 Jan. 2018 as | was
informed by my lawyer.

When | went on the scheduled appointment, the
Magistrate Judge decided that he has no jurisdiction
to hear the charge attributed to me. Accordingly, the
case was referred to the High Criminal Court due to
the lack of jurisdiction. The next hearing session was
scheduled on 6™ Feb. 2018. On the said scheduled date,
| went to the High Criminal Court, located on the fourth
floor in the same building of the Magistrate Court in
Nablus. After the judge heard the charge attributed to
me, he issued a decision that the charges | am accused
of were (publishing news prejudicing the reputation
of the Country and its external relations) which is a
misdemeanor and does not fall within the jurisdiction
of the High Criminal Court. The judge confirmed that



the block period shall not exceed six months, unless
renewed according to the procedures set forth in this
Article”.

In this context, it became constant to the Palestinian
authorities while questioning journalists during their
detention or summons or holding the journalists
accountable to ask them about their posts and what
they share on social media, in addition to trying to
seize their passwords. This has often taken the form of
seeking excuses that can be a source of pressure against
the journalists or to justify their detention or prosecute
this or that of them, through searching their posts or
the photos and comments they share through their
accounts.

It is noteworthy that the Palestinian violations have
taken an upward course. In 2017, a total of 27 violations
were committed in the West Bank and Gaza, rising to 37
in 2018 and continued to rise and reached 59 violations
during the first ten months of 2019 which is included in
this reporting period.

The Palestinian General Intelligence has forced the
Palestinian journalist Musab Khamees Qufaisha, on
September 29, 2018 to close a Facebook news group
that has 1700 followers, which he had created one
month before that date. After he went to the General
Intelligence and during his detention, the investigator
told him that they will not arrest him if Musab closed
“People of Hebron” Group immediately which Musab
had created to post the political, economic, and social
news. Musab told them that closing the group would
require deleting all its members and this would take a



This year has witnessed a clear Palestinian escalation in
the number of violations related to social media sites
and websites alike. Ramallah Magistrate Court has issued
on October 17, 2019 a decision on closing a total of 49
media platforms, including 24 Facebook pages and 25
media and news websites. It should be noted that all of
these news websites, which have been affected by the
decision to closure, have pages on Facebook and Twitter.
Despite its amendments in 2018, the Cybercrime Law
passed by the Palestinian Authority in that year provided
a cover for further violations against media freedoms
and freedom of expression, on top, what is shared and
posted on the social media sites'.

The above mentioned 49 Facebook pages and sites were
closed in accordance with Article 39 of the Cybercrime
Law which stipulates “1- If a website hosted within or
outside the country detects any statements, numbers,
images, films, propaganda or other material that may
threaten the national security, civil peace, public order
or public morals, the relevant investigation and control
authorities shall submit a statement to the attorney
general or to one of his assistants requesting permission
to block the site, the websites or to block some of the
links from being displayed. 2- The attorney general
or one of his assistants shall apply to the Magistrates
Court within 24 hours for permission, accompanied by
a memorandum of opinion, whereby the court shall
issue its decision on the same date the request is made
as to whether to accept or reject such request provided

11 The Cybercrime Law gives various authorities the power to
monitor the content of the Internet, arrest and block websites.



THE PALESTINIAN VIOLATIONS

The number of Palestinian violations related to posting
and sharing through the social media sites during
the reporting period included 123 violations. The
documented Palestinian violations are distributed to
42 violations committed by official authorities in Gaza
Strip and 66 violations committed by official authorities
committed in the West Bank, as well as 13 violations
committed by An-Najah National University (a civil
academic institution in the West Bank), in addition to two
other violations committed by anonymous Palestinian
authorities (incitement and threats).

The violations on social media depending on who committed it

Violations other authorities
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Freedom of Sharing on the Social Media Sites in Palestine



including the photos, videos and texts written by Noor
Mohammad and also the numbers of comments, likes,
and shares that each post gets. The indictment pointed
out clearly thatthe number of friends on Noor’s Facebook
page was 2334. Eventually, Noor was sentenced 24
months in prison, 36 months suspended and a fine of
4,000 NIS™,

10 Arrests on the background of “incitement” through the social
media sites and the Occupation Government Policies: Facebook
as Case Study - Fact Sheet — Ad-Dameer, January, 2019.



words or phrases appearinanewsorcomment, the user’s
accounts will be subject to blocking or closed within
one month. Some of these words that MADA’s follow-
ups found regarding the recently closed pages; Head of
Hamas Political Office — Ismail Haniyeh, Head of Hamas in
Gaza - Yahiya Al-Sinwar, Secretary General of Hezbollah
- Hassan Nasrallah, Islamic Jihad, Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine, Al-Qassam Brigades, Al-Quds
Brigades, Resistance, Shaheed, the news of martyrs and
the wounded, as well as the media information related
to Palestinian demonstrations.

In addition to the mentioned above, the Israeli
occupation army and authorities have arrested hundreds
of Palestinians in connection to posts, comments and
shares through the social media sites. Ad-Dameer
Foundation stated that thelsraeli Occupation Authorities
have arrested during 2018 a total of 348 Palestinian
citizens for allegedly“inciting”through Facebook and the
social media sites. In addition, Ad-Dameer Foundation
confirmed that the Israeli occupation courts are issuing
high sentences in connection to the Facebook posts,
taking into consideration when issuing such sentences,
the number of friends and likes on the post as well as the
number of comments and shares that the post gets.

For example, Ad-Dameer clarified that the analyzation
the indictment of Ofer Military Court for the prisoner
Noor Mohammad (26 years old), from Beit Jala, who
was arrested on March 14, 2017 confirms that that 15
posts published by the prisoner between 2013-2016
were closely studied and analyzed by the Israeli court,



department of Facebook on May 30, 2019. MADA asked
the company to explain the reasons behind the closure
and blocking of 58 news pages (at that period) and
accounts of Palestinian journalists without any prior
notice or clarifications. Facebook Company responded
to MADA’s message and asked the Center to give a list of
the names of accounts and pages which were closed or
blocked to investigate the reasons behind their closure.
Accordingly, MADA Center has prepared the requested
list and sent it to Facebook.

Asaresult of the delayed response from Facebook, MADA
center sent to Facebook several messages inquiring and
reminding the company about investigation results. In
the 30™ of September 2019, MADA received a response
from the Public Policies Department of Facebook stating
that Facebook has re-activated a total of nine accounts
among the 58 accounts which were closed, and justified
its ongoing closure and blocking of the remaining
accounts with reasons related to “the standards of
Facebook community” as it claimed.

It is evident from MADA follow-ups of the blocking
and closures of news sites and personal accounts of
Palestinian journalists, activists and citizens by Facebook
that these practices have increased significantly and
noticeably during the summer of 2019. It also shows
that Facebook Company is now adopting an electronic
mechanism of “filtration” of the content as well as
blocking and closing hundreds of Palestinian pages and
sites due to a set of phrases and words (e.g. names of
specific Palestinian factions and figures). When these



In regard to the Palestinian violations, it should be noted
that there are no similar understandings or agreements
between the Palestinian Authority and Facebook
Company as the understandings between Israel and
Facebook under which the content may be removed or
pages and sites may be blocked.

In parallel with the high response of Facebook to the
Israeli requests about deleting or closing Palestinian
pages for allegedly “fighting against incitement and
terrorism’, Facebook Company on the other hand
is turning a blind eye and remaining silent towards
the increasing Israeli posts and pages inciting racism
and violence against the Palestinians and Arabs. For
instance, we have never heard of closures deleting the
Israeli content by Facebook, such as the campaigns of
239 and May 24, 2019 which targeted Palestinian pages.
MADA Center was able to document the closure of 77
pages of Palestinians, including 65 pages of Palestinian
journalists and writers followed by thousands as part of
the said campaign, without even clarifying the reason
of blocking and closing these pages by Facebook. The
closures are not only restricted to this campaign, as
Facebook continued blocking and closing pages in
the consecutive months, which has affected dozens of
pages of Palestinian journalists and other Palestinian
media outlets.

The growing practices of blocking and closures by
Facebook led the Palestinian Center for Development &
Media Freedoms “MADA” to address the Public Policies



which targeted the Palestinian content came as follows:
Facebook committed 370 violations, Twitter committed
60 violations, YouTube committed 45 violations, and
Instagramcommitted 30violations.Itisworthmentioning
that these violations reached the peak during February
2018 when the Israeli occupation killed Ahmad Nasr
Jarrar. The social media administrations considered any
posts that is published in the digital space and related
to the killing of Ahmad to be “incitement”’, and the
number of violations during that month reached 100.
According to Sada Social, the second incident included
deleting the content related to the Israeli special unit
that infiltrated the Gaza Strip. Social media sites did not
only limit the content’s publishing by blocking users and
closing pages, but it deleted also any content related to
this events from the messages between the users®. By
taking all the mentioned examples into consideration,
it is obvious that the violations which are committed by
Facebook Company against the Palestinian content are
Israeli violations in its essence.

Impact International for Human Rights Policy
Organization said while Israeli is hosting a regional
headquarters for Facebook Company, an increase of
influencing the Palestinian content is being allowed to
by Facebook. Also, this influence is reaching the point
of arresting dozens of Palestinians solely for their right
to freedom of expression as Maha Husseini, executive
director of Impact, confirmed?®.

8 Ibid.

9 Al-Jazeera. Because of interests with Israel: Facebook is accused

of fighting the Palestinian content. Retrieved from: https://2u.
pw/nvXn6




“dealt”with 71 percent of these requests®. Also, Facebook
received a total of 624 other requests during the second
half of 2018 and “dealt” with 73% of them, as stated in
the transparency report issued by Facebook Company.
The situation remained unchanged in 2019, Facebook
said in its Transparency Report that it received in the
first half of this year a total of 709 Israeli requests for the
closure or blocking of sites/pages, and it had “dealt” with
76% of these requests.

According to a report published by Al-Jazeera TV on the
13" of September quoting the German Press Agency that
“the Israeli Ministry of Justice revealed in June last year
(2018) that the adminstration of Facebook Company
responded in 2017 to nearly 85% of the Israeli requests
to remove, ban and submit data on Palestinian content
on the social media sites®.

According to Sada Social Initiative, a Palestinian initiative
that documents the violations against the Palestinian
content, a total of 505 violations were documented in
2018, including banning accounts, deleting content, and
closing pages. Journalists had the largest share of these
violations which Facebook Company has committed
most of them’. Sada Social explained that the violations

5 Facebook Transparency Report. Retrieved From: https://
transparency.facebook.com/government-data-requests/
country/IL/%E2%80%8Ejan-%E2%80%8Ejun-%E2%80%8E2018

6 Al-Jazeera. Because of interests with Israel: Facebook is accused
of fighting the Palestinian content. Retrieved from: https://2u.
pw/nvXn6

7 Sada Social. A Press release on social media violations in 2018.
Retrieved from: https://2u.pw/vI2HD



) e g
—_—
g3 3 52 g Py
=32 S Q 2
3 Se g g
o0 S )
25 Y 2
o o
= =
2017 22 4 1 0 1 0 28
2018 18 6 13 7 14 0 58
First
months 26 32 1 6 142 1 208
of 2019
Total 66 42 15 13 157 1 294

The number of violations which targeted journalists in
due to publishing and sharing on social media sites and
the party that committed these violations

As a direct outcome of these understandings, “MADA”
Center has monitored (in addition to the direct violations
of the Israeli occupations authorities and forces) a total
of 157 cases of closing Facebook accounts that belong
to Palestinian journalists and various media agencies
during the reporting period, not to mention closing a
greater number of pages for other Palestinian citizens.
In other words, the Israeli occupation authorities,
through these understandings, have found a party that
accomplished what it seeks without appearing in the
scene as a party that suppresses media freedoms.

Facebook Company confirmed that it had received a
total of 697 Israeli requests to delete or block Facebook
sites and pages in the first half of 2018, and that it had



ISRAEL AND FACEBOOK

It should be noted that restricting the assessment of the
situation with the number of violations only does not
reflect an accurate and complete image of what is truly
going on. We believe that the limitedness of the number
of directIsraeli violations targeting Palestinian journalists
may be the outcome of the pursuit mechanisms of the
Israeli occupation authorities in this regard. Hence, the
Israeli occupation authorities rely on the understandings
that they made with Facebook Company three years ago.
The essence of these understandings with Facebook
depends on monitoring the Palestinian content on
Facebook, which is the most popular social media site
around the world (over 1.7 million Palestinians have
Facebook accounts), in addition to deleting what
disrupts and bothers the Israeli occupations authorities,
under the so-called fighting “incitement to violence and
terrorism”.



the Palestinian cameraman, Fadi Thabet, who was 200
meters away from the separation fence, broadcasting
directly through his Facebook the events which were
taking place east of Bureij, has received a threat in
Hebrew while he was broadcasting the video saying:
“just take another step forward so you be punished ...
the cameraman has to be killed” Then he decided to
stop the live broadcast, and started taking photos. After
less than twenty minutes he was injured in his leg with a
gunshot fired at him directly by one of the Israeli soldiers
which fractured his bones and led to a laceration to the
tissues. A platinum plate was inserted into his leg, and
he remained in the hospital for 4 days.

The same scenario was repeated with the Palestinian
cameraman and freelance journalist, Ossama Sharif
Mohammad Al-Kahlout, in the same place (east of
Bureij), while he was covering a peaceful march, on the
afternoon of Friday, 2" August 2019. Al-Kahlout was 200
meters away from the separation fence (on the other
side of which the Israeli soldiers were deployed) along
with another group of journalists who were covering the
march. While Ossama was live broadcasting the events
of the march through his Facebook page, at around
5:50PM, on that day, he received a phone call from
an Israeli phone number starting with (04). When he
answered, no one replied, and in five second, one of the
Israeli snipers stationed on the other side of the fence
fired a gunshot at him through the calf muscle causing
a major injury.



Court before she was released). Thirdly, a financial bail
of 40,000 NIS was put in order to release Al-Barghouthi.

One week after the Al-Bargouthi was released, and after
imposing the house arrest on her, the Military Court
held a hearing session on 24™" Sep. 2019 for the Media
Professor, Dr. Widad Al-Barghouthi, but nothing was
decided. Only the conditions imposed on Al-Barghouthi
were renewed; the house arrest within area (C) and not
using any of the social media sites until the upcoming
hearing session of the court which was scheduled on
29 October. In the meantime, Al-Barghouthi shall
remain under these conditions which will affect the
social, humanitarian, and professional. She will not also
be able to reach her work at Birzeit University, nor her
house. Additionally, Al-Bargouthi is prevented from her
right of access to information and her right of freedom
of expression. The Israeli occupation authorities accused
Al-Bargouthi of “incitement”because she shared a poem
on Facebook praising the General Secretary of Hezballah,
Hassan Nasrallah, on the occasion of his birthday. As well
as praising the Palestinian martyr, Saleh Al-Barghouthi,
from her own town, Kobar, a Palestinian near Ramallah.

In another context, the Israeli occupation soldiers
assaulted the Palestinian freelance photojournalist Fadi
Waheed Hammad Thabet (27 years old), on October 19,
2018 and injured him by a gunshot in his lower left knee
while he was covering the events of the peaceful return
march, east of Bureij Camp in Gaza Strip.

According to the investigations of MADA field researcher,



“inciting”. The officer also asked the husband to cut off
the Internet connection from the house to prevent Lama
from writing. While this report was being prepared, the
Israeli Military Court in Ofer, issued on Monday, 10" June
2019, a sentence of imprisonment for a period of 13
months in addition to a financial fine of 4000 NIS against
the journalist Lama Khater.

In a different context, the Israeli Intelligence arrested
the journalist Firas Al-Debs on the January 7, 2019 after
abducting him from the street for allegedly inciting
against an Israeli officer who entered Al-Aqsa Mosque
carrying a champagne bottle in September 2018. The
arrest was in connection to a comment that Al-Debs has
written on the social media site “Facebook” of another
Palestinian journalist, Ziad Abu Buhais, after sharing
a photo of the Israeli officer carrying the champagne
bottle in the mosque. Al-Debs comment was “may Allah
get revenge from him and may the defeatists be cursed”.

These attacks have also affected the Media Professor
at Birzeit University, Dr. Widad Al-Bargouthi (61 years
old) after raiding her house. Al-Bargouthi was released
under three conditions imposed on her by the Israeli
occupation; first, she must not give any press statements
to the media and she is prevented from using the social
media sites. Secondly, Al-Bargouthi will be under house
arrest in a residence located within area (C) and never
leave this residence. Because of this condition, she had
to choose a house of her friends located in Al-Ram to
stay in. The names of the house’s owner as well as the
house’s address had to be given to the Israeli Military



THE ISRAELI VIOLATIONS

The Israeli violations which targeted journalists in
connection with sharing and publishing on the social
media sites during the period covered by the report was
in total 13 violations.

These violations included four cases of arrest against
Palestine TV Reporter, Ali Dar Ali, the Media & Public
Relations Official at the Islamic Awqaf Department in
Jerusalem, Firas Al-Debs, the writer Lama Khater, the
Media Professor at Birzeit University, Widad Al-Bargouthi,
and she is currently under house arrest, as well she is
prevented from using the social media sites.

The Israeli occupation forces have arrested the writerand
journalist Lama Abdelmutleb Deeb Khater (42 years old),
after raiding and searching her house, located in Hebron,
at Dawn on July 24, 2018 accusing her of “incitement”. It
is worth mentioning that the Israeli occupation forces
have raided Lama’s residence two years ago to arrest
her. However, her husband informed the Israeli soldiers
that Lama had a baby who was two months back
then, and cannot stay away from her. Khater insisted
back on taking the baby with her to prison, which led
eventually to the suspension of her arrest order as her
husband stated. During that time, the Israeli intelligence
summoned Khater’s husband, to Gush Etzion Settlement
and informed him to ask his wife to stop writing on social
media, and the Israeli officer described Lama’s writing as



number of violations documented by the Palestinian
Center for Development and Media Freedoms (MADA)
that targeted journalists in the West Bank and Gaza Strip,
in connection to what they share through social media
networks totaled 294. It should be noted that Facebook
has committed a total of 157 of these violations by
closing and blocking pages and accounts of Palestinian
journalists and media outlets. On the other hand, the
Palestinian authorities in the West Bank and Gaza Strip
committed a total of 123 violations, while the Israeli
occupation has committed a total of 13 violations, and
only one violation was committed by Twitter.
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According to an Israeli commentator named Barak
Nahum, he stated: “Photographers have the right to
reach zero point in terms of distance with the soldier,
but where is the security of the soldier? It is time to
make orders to prevent these photographers from
approaching the soldiers. If this happens the camera
of the photographer should be broken. We have to
act fast with these animals (referring to Palestinians).”
Another Israeli named Shimon Burg commented on the
same news: “Journalists (he is referring to Palestinian
journalists) have to die. They are part of the enemy”.
Also, Haim Levy, a virtual Israeli activist commented:
“The photographers are the children of adulteress...
We have to take them away to hell” While the Israeli
activist, Meir Rabu, commented on the news: “We have
to give soldiers permission to shoot anyone who tries to
photograph their faces and put the Israeli undercover
agents at risk."

Since the beginning of 2017 until November 2019, the

4 WAFA News Agency. Retrieved from: http://www.wafa.ps/
ar_page.aspx?id=0TF70ga807125565873a0TF70g



against Palestinian journalists was the report published
by BazNet on December 15, 2017 about the injury
of an Israeli soldier during clashes with Palestinian
demonstrators in the West Bank. The report claimed
“He (the Palestinian) started stabbing the soldier in
his upper body. When the rest of the soldiers realized
what was happening, they shot him and neutralized
him.”? Although the information circulated at the time
denied the attacker’s relationship with the press, the
website insisted that the perpetrator was a journalist.
This prompted a wave of incitement to violence against
Palestinian journalists and even calling for murdering
them.
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“hatred, racism and violence”, and even the killing of the
Palestinians. This discourse which is widely shared by
Israeli media outlets and Israeli officials is being ignored
by Facebook, and the company is not taking similar
measures towards them, as it does in dealing with the
Palestinian content.

For example, the Israeli Internal Security Minister Gilad
Erdan wrote on Facebook, accusing Ayman Odeh, head
of the Arab Joint List that ran in the Israeli elections and
won 12 Knesset seats of supporting “terrorism”. Erdan
wrote: “It is clearer than ever, Lapid and Gantz can
establishagovernmentonly with the terrorism supporter
Ayman Odeh”'. Additionally, the Israeli Minister of
Transportations Bezalel Smotrich wrote on his Facebook
page that“l have set a goal, in my public life, not to allow
the establishment of an Arab terrorist state in the center
of Israel. Also, to preserve the land of Israel completely to
us, develop and strengthen settlement and sovereignty
throughout™

The Israeli incitement against Palestinians is not limited
to what Israeli citizens and politicians post on their
websites, but it goes beyond to include the journalists.
The Israeli journalists publish comments urging violence
against the Palestinians, as reported by Wafa in a report
which was published on December 16, 2017. One of the
most prominent instances of direct Israeli incitement

1 WAFA News Agency. Retrieved from: http://www.wafa.ps/
ar_page.aspx?id=C6jywBa859997348529aC6jywB

2 Ibid. Retrieved from: http://www.wafa.ps/ar_page.
aspx?id=C6jywBa859180744455aC6jywB



Despite all the disadvantages that can be recorded
against what is published through the social media
in terms of accuracy, sobriety and commitment to
professional ethics in publishing, social media platforms
and are now ahead of the other traditional media
outlets. Social media networks are now leading in terms
of follow-up, influence and transmission of information
and news, especially in countries where there is still no
free, strong and influencing journalism, such as Palestine.

Because all of the reasons mentioned previously, we
have witnessed an increase in the number of violations
against the content that is shared on the social media
platforms by activists or journalists or the general
public in the past few years. Moreover, the intervention
of governments and their attempts to impose certain
policies on social media companies, through pressuring
ormakingagreementsisconsidered oneofthedangerous
factors on freedom of expression. For instance, the
understandings between Israel and Facebook Company
which happened three years ago have turned into a
broad gateway to fight the Palestinian content and
shut down hundreds of Palestinian websites, and it is
only based on what Israel claims to be “incitement to
violence, terrorism or hatred.”

In parallel with these understandings; the attacks
against Palestinian content and the escalating blockade
of hundreds of Palestinian websites as a direct result
of the Israeli understandings with Facebook Company,
the Israeli social media networking pages on the other
hand are full of discourse and content that incites
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It can be said that the vast majority of attacks targeting
media freedoms and freedom of expression is associated
directly or indirectly to the social media sites. Given the
factthatthesesites serve as platformsforcommunication
and they allow the transmission of news, information
and exchange of views. The social media platforms have
become a major component of the media system, and an
outlet thatis indispensable and irreplaceable, whether it
was visual, audio or written.

Evidently, the suppression and pursuing media freedoms
and freedom of expression in various countries (arresting
female/male journalists or prejudicing them or closing
media agencies, and others) is basically carried out to
conceal the truth and silence the press, prevent media
coverage and publishing about some issues that the
authorities or parties of different influences would want
to stay in the dark. Moreover, social media sites and
platforms have become one of the mostimportant pillars
and outlets of sharing and posting in order to influence
the world (whether these platforms are for individuals
or specific media outlets). Hence, these platforms and
networks have become at the center of pursuing media
freedoms and freedom of expression, in light of the
significant role they play in circulating the information
and news, in addition to what is known today as the
“citizen journalism”.
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